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Financial Survival at Fuller
By Michelle Baker-Wright
Like most Fuller students, I have approached the register at the 
bookstore to buy textbooks, and subsequently watched the receipt 
emerge from the register and stretch all the way to the floor. After sign­
ing away my firstborn, I catch the date on the calendar and realize that 
October’s rent is rapidly coming due. How do I juggle all of this!?
Have you felt this way lately? Managing money is always a chal­
lenge, even when not in school, but being a student adds unique chal­
lenges. I’ve been thinking about these issues for a while, both because 
I’ve been a Fuller student for the past few years and because I spent 
almost four years as a financial aid counselor to Fuller students. Here 
are some thoughts about financial survival at Fuller, based on my expe­
rience and the struggles that I’ve seen students face.
N otes
Jump in. Dig out.
Pay now; pay as you go; pay. later.
Count the cost. Pay the price.
Don’t mortgage the future.
Cash only. All major credit cards ac­
cepted.
Credito facil. /
How are yoivpaying for seminary? 
Better yet, how long will you be paying?
One financial expert has said that the 
only good debt is mortgage debt while an­
other expert includes school debt. Both, 
supposedly; increase in value. In Califor­
nia, both are very pricey.
As/Christians, we are urged not to 
owe anyone anything except our debt of 
love,(Rons- 13:8). Did Paul know about 
school loans? I do.
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1. Envision life after you graduate 
Despite Stephen Covey’s book Seven 
Habits o f  Highly Effective People resulting 
in endless knockoff books on that theme (al­
though I haven’t seen Chicken Soup fo r the 
Highly Effective Soul yet) his advice to “be­
gin with the end in mind” is excellent. 
Whether beginning at Fuller or are some­
where in the midst of your program, evalu­
ate what you want after your degree. This 
has important implications for your finan­
cial planning. If you plan on working in a 
church, find out the approximate salary for 
the job you’re seeking. If you want to be a 
missionary, how much support will you have 
to raise? If you plan on a career as a Mar­
riage and Family Therapist or Clinical Psy­
chologist, where do you think you’ll be liv­
ing after graduation? How much, in that lo­
cation, do people make during their first five 
years after obtaining their degrees? How 
much do internships pay? Also take into ac­
count your current levels of debt, both in 
terms of student loans and other types of 
consumer debt. Basically, think ahead so that 
the future plans you’ve been dreaming about 
for years don’t get cramped by the debts 
you’ve incurred. What if you have no idea
what you’re going to do? That’s okay. If 
you’re uncertain about your future plans, it 
is generally a good idea to be conservative 
about borrowing. Even if your future plans 
change, financially planning with the infor­
mation that you have is better than not plan­
ning at all and getting overly indebted.
There are great tools to help you dis­
cover what you’re getting into when borrow­
ing student loans. At www.finaid.org, you 
can find loan calculators that give fairly ac­
curate estimates of what your student loan 
payments will be based on the amount you 
have borrowed. This website as a lot of other 
useful information about student loans as 
well. Also, make an appointment with a Fi­
nancial Aid Counselor to discuss your own 
situation as well; they are very glad to help 
you understand ÿour options.
2. Read Fuller correspondence—even 
the fine print.
The first few weeks at Fuller are a time 
of sensory overload, particularly if you’re 
new. This is also when you’re receiving a 
lot of information from a multitude of di­
rections. It’s easy to shove it in a pile and
continued on page 9
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Interview: Fuller and Housing Costs
This interview took place September 28, 2004 with Cynthia Cruz-Tupas, (Housing Accounts and 




SEMI: What is the typical Fuller 
housing cost?
Cantrell: The typical housing cost here 
depends on the type of unit a student rents.
Cruz-Tupas: And the size of the unit.
Cantrell: For the five types of units we 
offer, the averages break down like this: a 
single occupant rooms runs $500-530 per 
month. Studios for one or two people are 
$600-630 a month. One-bedroom apart­
ments are $850-900 per month; two-bed­
room apartments are $ 1000-1100 per month; 
and three-bedroom apartments are about 
$1300 per month.
SEMI: How does Fuller’s cost of 
housing compare to Pasadena?
Cantrell: Typically, we are 10 -1 5  per­
cent less than housing costs in Pasadena. 
There arejnstances where students find that 
hidden gem and get a better price for com­
parable housing, but that’s infrequent. With 
the boom in building going on in the imme­
diate area, the difference can be as much as 
50 percent less than the luxury apartments 
and condos going in around us.
SEMI: How does Fuller work at help stu­
dents with housing costs before they get 
in trouble financially?
Cantrell: We receive a yearly survey 
statement from an outside company to help 
us understand the prices around us and set 
our prices in a way that is less than the mar­
ket. We know that housing can be a deter­
rent to students coming to Fuller and we 
want to help make Fuller possible while 
working in our own budgetary constraints. 
This statement helps us gage our prices to 
assure their financial appropriateness.
SEMI: How does Fuller help students 
in financial trouble?
Cantrell: If a person is proactive in con­
tacting us there is a lot we can do to help 
them. This is where Cynthia’s job comes into
Cruz-Tupas: Once a person contacts us, 
we sit down with them and work out a real­
istic financial plan to help them get out of 
trouble. The key, though, is that they have 
to contact us. We encourage dialogue about 
where they are at financially. We want to 
help, but expect the student to be proactive 
in this process.
Cantrell: Too often students assume we 
operate like their undergrad housing process 
and we don’t. In some ways we operate more 
like a secular agency in the real world. While 
there is grace and mercy, there is a limit es­
tablished by our policies and guidelines. We 
want to assist students in any way possible, 
however, students also have an important 
role to play in this process.
SEMI: What else could Fuller do to 
help students that it is not currently?
Cantrell: Hypothetically?
SEMI: Yes. If we were dreaming. . .
Cantrell: It is hard to answer that ques­
tion not knowing the seminary’s financial 
situation fully. If we were dreaming, it would 
be great if the seminary could subsidize part 
of the housing cost. I know it is not possible 
with the dollars we have currently. Money 
would have to be allocated for this and that 
just isn’t possible.
SEMI: How can students help man­
age housing costs?
Cruz-Tupas: Maintaining their apart­
ment is one of the biggest things they can 
do. Too many people end up with extra 
charges for damage and poor care of their 
apartment that costs them extra. In addition, 
students miss out on receiving a full refund 
of their deposit simply because of neglect. 
This seems to reflect their undergraduate 
experience where the university or college 
paid for damage. But that is not the case at 
Fuller.
Cantrell: It is California law that, after 
a 30 day move-out notice, tenents request­
ing a walk-through inspection earlier than 
two weeks prior to move out, must be pro­
vided a walk through to let them know what 
needs to be done to receive a full refund of 
their deposit. Often when students lose a de­
posit or a partial deposit, I ask, “did you re­
quest a walk through?” And too often the
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answer is “No.” It’s the law and we are glad 
to do it, but you have to request it.
SEMI: What else would you advise 
students concerning housing costs?
Cruz-Tupas: Be aware and ask ques­
tions. We are here to help you.
Cantrell: Yes. Be proactive. The ball is 
in the student’s court. We will assist in any 
way possible. The student needs to fulfill 
their role as well. We do have outside re­
sources in our office for students looking to 
live off campus. There are a lot of resources 
on the website as well. Check it out. Finally, 
we ask that you not let your difficulties be a 
surprise. Let us know if you are struggling.
Cruz-Tupas: We want students to know
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Get A Job!
By Jesse Vega
Tuition, books, rent, utilities, clothing, 
food, etc., etc., etc. The expenses of your 
seminary career can seem numerous and un-
cational call. Sure, you might make more 
money working in pharmaceutical sales (or 
whatever) but once you graduate you’re go­
to Fuller to study and that should be your 
main focus.
However, along with your financial aid 
package, working can be an effective way 
to meet part of your financial obligations. 
Or at least it will help to keep the loans down 
(they eventually do have to paid back).
Ideally, while in school, you should try 
matching whatever work you’re doing with 
your career goals. For instance, if you want 
to be a pastor you should work in a church. 
That way you will be integrating your stud­
ies into a real-life context and you’ll also be 
building a resume that’s related to your vo-
same logic also applies to psychology and 
intercultural studies students.
So how do you go about finding a job 
related to your career goals? A good place 
to start is with people you know. It’s still a 
fact that most positions are filled by some­
one the hiring manager already knows. If 
you don’t know anyone locally, get to know 
them.
Everyone has personal networks that 
can lead to a paid position. Call your home 
pastor and ask if he/she knows anyone in 
the Los Angeles area. Go to the local de­
nominational office and introduce yourself.
Call the many counseling centers in the area 
and ask if they hire part-time students. Get 
an appointment with the leader of that in­
ner-city, sports, emerging church, etc. kind 
of ministry that you want to be a part of. 
Get to know that person and ask them how 
you can be like them by the time you gradu­
ate. I know all of this takes courage but you 
can do it if you try.
O f course, a great on-campus resource 
for finding a job is the Office of Career Ser­
vices. We offer job postings on our website 
(www.fiiller.edu/career) that are updated 
regularly. These jobs are sent to us by em­
ployers that would prefer to hire a Fuller 
person. We also offer individual assistance 
in career planning, resume and letter writ­
ing, and in interviewing skills and tech­
niques. Call us at 626-584-5576 to make an 
appointment. naasii
Jesse Vega works in 
F uller’s Office o f 
Career Services
“Lord, Save Me from my Debts”
By Adam Gossman
What does it mean to be a “school debt 
junkie?” It means that although you have 
signed away thousands of dollars to student 
loans, you are still in school. It means for 
whatever reasons you have ignored the ad­
vice I am sure we all have heard-“Don’t go 
to Fuller, it is too expensive. You will be in 
debt forever!”
We are all blessed being able to afford 
to go to Fuller Theological Seminary, sub­
sidized or unsubsidized. While we are here 
incurring all these student loans, what is 
there for us in the meantime? Is there hope?
The worst thing you can do is freak out 
about your debt. I am convinced that there 
is nothing better to go into debt over than 
for getting a theological education. While 
this is great, you should be mindful that there
are other things you can go into debt over. 
Sadly, being a student for most people means 
being in debt. We have already chosen our 
poison.
After leaving Fuller I will start paying 
back my thousands upon thousands of dol­
lars of student loans. Perhaps I should start 
crying and pray that God would deliver me 
from my debts. I would not be the first. We 
can pray such things but we better realize 
that we have to pay back these loans we have 
made. Christ will save us from a lot of things, 
but sometimes he lets us do what we want. 
It is our responsibility to deal with the con­
sequences of our actions—even if it is the 
same price your parents might have paid for 
their houses.
Live in the moment, my fellow Fuller
students. Student loans will come and stu­
dent loans will go. God will be with us in 
paying back our loans, just as he was with 
us when we had to parse Greek participles. 
Sallie Mae can’t take our lives, and if they 
do then we won’t have to pay back our loans 
any more!
Thank you. ESbmH
Adam is a regular contributor to the SEMI and 
a great person to boot.
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ASC Fall Retreat: A Taste of My Gratitude
By Sarah Lapenta-H, Women s Concerns Committee Chair 
I’ve never been a campy kind of per­
son, not one for gooey good-byes or ex­
changing addresses with newfound summer 
camp kids. This time was refreshingly dif­
ferent. Maybe it was the title “All Seminary 
Council Retreat” that shifted my focus and 
invited me to discover more than hyper emo­
tions and sworn friendships that only last a 
season. Whatever the final impetus, there we 
were two weekends before Welcome Week: 
the ASC, “grown-up” food, and Pali Moun­
tain Retreat and Conference Center.
As 1 was so encouraged by this time in 
the mountains with a dozen plus student 
leaders and Howard Wilson, I want to share 
a taste of my gratitude. Pali Mountain was 
well chosen. There staff wisely selected the 
carpeted, 3-shower cabin for the ladies, 
served amazing meals — none of which was 
pizza or burgers, and organized recreational
activities that even I with my poor hand-eye 
coordination enjoyed. Nathan Biomstead 
sensitively planned holistically nurturing ac­
tivities that aimed at team building and de­
cision making for the upcoming year.
The ASC attendees laughed together 
over Taboo, archery, and Phase Ten, which 
I discovered to be a humbling card game. 
We vulnerably shared a sliver of God’s work 
in our lives following a time of silence and 
prayer, thanks again to the guidance of 
Nathan. We advocated on behalf of the stu­
dent concerns we represent and the many 
activities already planned for the fall. We 
also endured (somewhat patiently) a four- 
hour council meeting that included secur­
ing volunteers for the International Mentor 
program, approving a new vending machine 
system, and applauding the Catalyst reno­
vation progress.
Here’s the knot in the thread of mean­
ing motivating this short reflection: although 
I am the newest kid on the block as a sec­
ond quarter MDiv student and recently 
named Women’s Concerns chair, I am not 
alone in believing that we came into the 
weekend as a group and left as a team. While 
this may sound like the same old adage and 
obvious hope of such a retreat, the honest 
communication and spirit of collaboration 
exhibited bears witness to God’s continued 
healing across disciplines and among the 
great diversity of voices to be heard at Fuller.
So let it be this new year. May our eyes 
be open to see the whole work of God, in­
side and outside the classroom. May the ASC 
be a catalyst for lasting personal and com­
munal growth. May the ASC leadership truly 
made visible through our service to the stu­
dent body. t S m
Evangelical and Jewish Leaders Meet at Fuller Seminary 
To Discuss Rise in Anti-Semitism__________ ___________________ __
serious threat that has a long history. Unfor-Rabbi Elliot Dorff, rector and profes­
sor of philosophy at the University of Juda­
ism, and Richard Mouw, president of Fuller 
Theological Seminary, will share in a dia­
logue about the growing threat o f anti- 
Semitism Monday, October 18, 7:00 p.m., 
at Fuller’s Travis Auditorium.
The event is cosponsored by the Fuller 
Seminary President’s Office and Peace and 
Justice Committee, a student organization 
concerned with issues of ethical and social 
importance. It will be free and open to the 
public, with parking available.
Rabbi Dorff, a recognized ethicist who 
has written eight books and over 150 articles
on Jewish thought, law, and ethics, is also 
vice president of the Academy for Jewish, 
Christian, and Muslim Studies. “World War 
II should have taught us all how evil anti- 
Semitism—or any form of genocide—is,” 
he says. “Unfortunately, the world has for­
gotten all too quickly, and we are witness­
ing recurring anti-Jewish incidents in places 
like France. We need to renew our ties and 
our understanding of each other through 
honest and open dialogue. This event is one 
such effort in that important process.”
“It is important that Christians speak 
out against the rise of anti-Semitism,” says 
Fuller Seminary President Mouw. “This is a
tunately, Christians have often been silent 
in the past about the persecution of Jewish 
people—indeed on some occasions we have 
even been the persecutors! Many of us have 
been critical of some of the policies of the 
present Israeli government, and this is le­
gitimate.
But it is also important that we distin­
guish between legitimate political critique 
and a hatred of Jews. This conference will 
give us an excellent opportunity to learn 
more about the current crisis, as well as to 
be in dialogue with Jewish friends in the Los 
Angeles community.”
Fall Week 2 • Oct. 4 -  Oct. 10, 2004 • Fuller Theological Seminary • www.fuller.edu/student_life/SEMI/semi.asp • page 5
0 |  A t # #  # 4 # A | £
Graduate Unions (GU): they 
are student lead organizations that 
provide a voice for each school. Each 
Graduate Union represents needs, 
interests and opinions which are of 
concern to the students it represents.
The Graduate Unions are: The-
(Campus Encounter)
Milagros (Millie) León (3 years)
Refectory Cashier
Here are some cool things about Millie that you may not know:
Important People in M illie’s Life:
The most important people in my life are my family, especially my mom, sister, and 
husband.
Where were you born and raised? Where is home?
I was bom in Mexico (Merida, Yucatan) where I was raised for 9 years. We moved 
to Pasadena about 13 years ago, where I live now.
M ost Interesting Job?
I was a nurse at a pediatrician’s office. I really enjoy working with kids.
What do you do fo r  fun/hobbies?
For fun, I like to go to the mall or visit new and interesting places.
Where are you in your spiritual journey?
I find renewal in spending time by myself.
How did you come to Fuller?
A friend told me about this job and I applied. And here I am.
What do you like most about working at Fuller?
I love the people at Fuller. Everyone is very smiley, kind and friendly.
I f  someone where to come by and drop o ff  your favorite candy, what would that be?
Any kind of chocolate with almonds.
Last movie seen?
I don’t think you’ll like my answer to this. The last movie I saw was AVP (Alien vs. 
Preditor). The ending was kind of dumb. It was an okay movie.
ology Graduate Union (TGU),
Psychology Graduate Union 
(PGU) and Intercultural Stud­
ies Graduate Union (SIS GU).
The Concerns Committees (CC) are student lead or­
ganizations where activities are held to increase awareness 
of social issues.
Current Concerns Committee include: arts, interna­
tional students, peace & justice, missions, multicultural, and 
women's.
Week At-A-Glance: Week of October 4 thru October 10
Tuesday Thursday




Last day to 




















(2nd Floor SOP) Sunday
•ARTS CC Mtg. 
@5:30pm 
Geneva Room
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Oportunidades para Servir
(Opportunities to Serve)
Listed are organizations where Fullerites (and your churches) might volunteer as missional 
persons serving God in the world. Some organizations are faith-based. Others are not. It 
this week’s opportunity doesn’t fit, check back next week. If you know o f a ministry or 
service that we should consider listing here, please contact the SEMI office at semi- 
editor@dept.fiiller.edu or by phone at 584-5285.
The Hollywood Urban Project (HUP)
Our Mission:
To participate in God’s redemptive work by partnering with 
urban families, to meet the challenges o f our neighborhood 
and to be a training institution for urban ministry and lead­
ership development, in order to share the Good News and 
see the full face o f Christ reflected in a vibrant community 
of faith.
Programs facilitate relationships and should never take their place. These are ways we 
reach out in relationship with our South Hollywood community:
•Tutoring/Mentoring —  Monday, Wednesday (7-9 pm).
• After School Program —  Monday through Thursday (3:30-6 pm).
• Computer Learning Center —  English classes, Basic Computer Instruction, kids
“Free Time” (homework/educational games), and more (times vary). 
•Youth/Adult Bible Studies (times and ages vary).
•Adult Computer Literacy —  Monday -  Thursday (10 am-12 pm).
•Community Health Services 
•Community Worship
Love working with children? Enjoy helping kids with homework? Have a heart for 
growth through Bible study and personal faith journeys? Have computer experience 
you’re willing to share? Whatever your gifts or schedule, w e’d love to help you become 
involved in urban ministry at Hollywood Urban Project!





U N IO N  ST A TIO N
f o u n d a t i o n
Del mismo modo, procuren ustedes que 
su luz brille delante déla gente, para que, 
viendo el bien que ustedes hacen, todos 




Pasadena Unified School District
PUSD: McKinley Elemantary School




• Read to elementary classrooms
• Be an Art Program docent
• Form "Adopt-A-School" partner-, 
ships
• Career Day speaker
Volunteers may call McKinley directly at 
844-7880 or Partners in Education at 568- 
4530 for all opportunities. On the web at
www.pusd.us/index .php?topic—Com­
munity. Click “Partners in Education.”
Union Vi Rescue M iss ion
The way hat ■
Q w c R i . i y■ l. a  m m. A. >
Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, 
on a light stand - shine! Keep open house; 
be generous with your lives. By opening 
up to others, you'll prompt people to open 





H A V EN  H O U S E  IN C .
(Message)
BUCK-rtev Facile. 'PocK California
v H
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School of m Dr. Yea Sun Kim Inaugural Lecture
Psychology For a Proper Relationship Between the Family and the
Church, with Special Reference to the Korean Reality.
Student 1 jP*1
Integration 1 wLm Tues., October 26, 10:00 am, Travis Auditorium
Retreat Dr. Yea Sun Kim, professor of Family Counseling and Korean
T’ Family Studies, will give her professorial inaugural lecture. A
O ctober 15 & 16 reception will follow. This event is open to the public and no
reservation is required.
See SOP for Info. E /  \  1 For information, contact the SOT Dean’s Office: 584-5300,
V  ^ ■  ■ Email: sot-deansoffice@dept.fuller.edu.
Intramural Update
Important Flag Football Announcement!
Due to an ASC error, anyone who signed-up for flag football be­
fore September 22nd needs to sign-up again to be placed on a team. 
Please sign-up via email to Chris at: chris4uga@cp.fuller.edu. Please 
give your name, contact phone number, email address, and how 
many Saturdays you will be able to commit during the fall quarter. 
We apologize for this inconvenience and appreciate your under­
standing. All new sign-ups are also encouraged.
Basketball League For Fuller Students 
The ASC is offering a private basketball league for Fuller students 
at Pasadena Presbyterian Church (right across from Fuller on union 
street). Games will run from 7:30 to 9 PM on Tuesday nights 
throughout the fall quarter. The cost is $5 per night or $37 for ten 
weeks. Please contact Rob Clark to sign-up or to find out more 
information. Email: robjclark2@att.net, Phone: 626-844-8785.
Important Information for People New to California
Residency
Residency is established by any 
of the following: voting in California 
elections; taking a job; paying resident 
tuition at a public institution of higher 
education; filing for a homeowner's 
property tax exemption; obtaining a 
license; or any other privilege 




When you make your home here or take a job, you 
must get a CA driver license within 10 days. The 
license costs $24 and is valid for 4 birthdays. You must 
take a written test but you can omit the driving (behind 
the wheel) test if you surrender an out-of-state license.
US citizens must present a birth certificate or pass­
port. Non US citizens must provide proof of 
authorized presence in the US (Passport, 1-94, 





Nonresident vehicle owners who move 
to CA must register their out-of-state 
vehicles in CA within 20 days of the 
date they accept employment or estab­
lish residency. Personal property tax is 
included in your registration fees. The 
tax is based upon 67.5% o f 2% of 
market value and is required an­
nually (i.e.: if market value is 
' £1,000 then ($1000 x .02) x 
.675 = $ 13.50). A SMOG test 
is required.
California DMV 24/7 Info -1.800.777.0133, (operators available 8am -  5pm, M-F).
AAA members (Auto Club of S. CA) can register vehicles at local offices (one located 4-5 blocks east of Fuller on Union).
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Doug McConnell will be speaking at 
this week's All-Seminary Chapel. His 
message is titled: Peace in a World 
of Strife.
This Chapel will be held in 
Travis Auditorium and in Payton 101. 
All-Seminary Chapel begins at 10 am 
on Wednesdays.
Blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. Truly I tell you, many 
prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and to 
hear what you hear, but did not hear it.
Matthew 13:16-17
Jesus' work and his words proclaimed the in-breaking of the kingdom of God. We 
gather in community worship in order to pause, look, and listen to the narratives in 
Scripture with such openness that we allow God to fully reign in our hearts and lives.
Our seminary community is centered in worship. Inside this brochure you will find 
places and times to gather with others to worship and listen to God. This year we will 
be exploring the theme eyes to see, ears to hear: the work and words of Jesus. In All- 
Seminary Chapel, faculty from all three schools will invite us to reflect on the things 
that Jesus said and did.
Will you join us in this communal discipline of worship, that we may together ask for 
eyes to see, ears to hear, and lives that faithfully reflect the gospel of Jesus Christ?
PSALMISTS' GUILD
Are you a songwriter? A new song lover? We invite you to join us as we share, create, collaborate, and make music together. No 
experience required! Join us for this quarter's Psalmists' Workshops on October 8 and November 12 from 1-3 p.m. in Travis.
New Musicians' Jam Session
Friday, October 1,1-3 p.m. in Travis Auditorium.
If you are new to Fuller or have never played in All-Seminary Chapel, we would love to hear you! Bring your instrument/voice and 
some music if  you'd like, and join us for an informal time of worship. We will also be introducing some of our band leaders and 
dialoging about worship in the Fuller community.
Taize is a small village in France whose monastic community has become known for its emphasis on simplicity of life, contemplative 
liturgy, and refreshing prayer services. The popularity of this style of prayer service has increased around the world amongst believ­
ers of all ages who thirst for a deep communion with God.
This fall, we invite you to experience Taize with the Fuller 
community at the Prayer Garden. Our evening services are 
centered around silence, scripture, and meditative singing 
which provides a unique way to listen to God.
services will be held in the prayer garden 
4:15-4:45pm September 23
5:15-5:45pm October 7 n ovem ber 4 decem ber 2
worship
(¿Fuller
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never look at it at all. With financial sur­
vival at Fuller, it’s critical to read up on poli­
cies about your Financial Aid. Many of you 
have received award letters describing your 
financial aid offer. On the back of this, there 
is a load of fine print, [insert groan here] I 
know, I know. Unfortunately, there is no 
simple way to describe financial aid that will 
let you know everything you need to know. 
If you don’t read the fine print, you’ll miss 
out on information about grants and loans 
that could become urgently relevant to you 
if you drop a class, change your registration 
plans, or a myriad of other things. Some cir­
cumstances that cause you to receive less or 
none of the money originally offered, and 
it’s essential that you be aware of these. Do 
your self a huge favor and take one hour, go 
to your favorite haunt/coffee place, treat 
yourself to a coffee/chai/daiquiri/insert-rel- 
evant-incentive-here, and read the financial 
aid policies. It is one hour of annoyance that 
could save you from stressful surprises later.
3. I f  you must borrow moneyfor school, 
choose student loans over credit cards, 
hands down.
There’s always an element of scariness 
with borrowing money, and some folks, with 
the best of intentions, do not take out stu­
dent loans, but then pay their account bal­
ances at the last minute with a credit card in 
order to register for classes. If you do this, 
you’re basically “taking out a student loan” 
with a much higher interest rate than a Fed­
eral Stafford loan, which you have to start 
paying immediately (unlike the Federal 
Stafford loan). Federal student loans have 
infinitely better interest rates, even though 
you may feel intimidated about choosing to 
borrow a larger sum of money all at once. If 
you find that you’re unexpectedly using your
credit card to pay for school expenses, be 
aware that you may have better options and 
make an appointment with a financial aid 
counselor to discuss them.
4. Create a budget.
Drawing up a budget, and then sticking 
to it, is difficult but worth the effort. If you 
track where your money is going, then you’ll 
be less likely to overdraw a checking account 
or scramble for last minute rent money. One 
particular quirk about student living—par­
ticularly if  you are relying on student 
loans—is that financial planning needs to 
take into account the timing of when your 
money will arrive. In other words, in most 
circumstances, if you have loans you will 
receive a portion of them once during each 
quarter. That means that you will need to 
make that disbursement last for about three 
months, which can feel slim if  you are rely­
ing solely on loans for living expenses. In 
thinking through your budget, keep track of 
all of your expenses, but also keep track of 
what types of income you have, and when 
you receive them. Also, a great, down-to- 
earth website for financial planning infor­
m ation is called
www.ihatefinancialplanning.com.
5. Evaluate whether you can work part- 
time while working on your degree.
The possibility of working part-time 
while attending Fuller depends upon the 
degree program in which you are enrolled, 
how much time you need to get the most 
out of your classes, and many other consid­
erations unique to your own life situation. 
That being said, part-time work can be a 
great way to avoid debt. Some programs in 
SIS and SOT permit you to go part-time or 
enroll in classes after 5, and this may give 
you flexibility to work while in school.
6. Check your credit history annually, 
and know what can improve or hurt it
Awareness of your credit history is im­
portant for a number of reasons; this docu­
ment can help or hinder you from being able 
to rent an apartment, buy a car, or apply for 
a mortgage. Banks and lenders all have dif­
ferent criteria that they use when evaluating 
you for any of these types of loans, but they 
all refer to this document. Two of the main 
factors that positively or negatively affect 
your credit history are whether you have paid 
your bills on time, and your debt-to-income 
ratio. Checking your credit history on a 
yearly basis lets you know what is recorded 
in terms of your debts, credit accounts open, 
whether your address is current, etc. Check­
ing your credit history also gives you a 
heads-up regarding stolen identity and ille­
gally incurred debts in your name. There are 
three companies with whom you can check 
your credit: Transamerica, Experian, and 
Equifax. They can be found on the internet, 
or you can get further information from the 
Financial Aid Office.
Don’t be afraid or embarrassed to ask 
for help or input; the people in the Financial 
Aid Office that are glad to provide you with 
information that will educate you about your 
finances. With some planning ahead and fi­
nancial knowledge, you can successfully 
navigate financial life as a student! |rafl2]|
M ichelle Baker-Wright, enjoy­
ing a mocha after reading her 
financial a id  paperwork, is an 
M D iv student. She recently left 
her jo b  as a  financial aid counselor in order to attend Fuller 
jull-tim e, but w ill always retain an enduring love fo r  calcu­
lators, charts, mysterious acronyms, and cool co-workers.
And don’t forget your health . . .
Get enough sleep:
Young adults need 9-91/2 hours of sleep a night to avoid behaviors associated with sleep deprivation (falling asleep in class, difficulty 
wa ing up, inability to concentrate, and depression). Getting enough sleep helps keep you healthy by allowing your metabolism, heart 
rate and respiration enough time to reenergize you. One study found that sleep can have a significant effect on grades.
Adapted from information available at http://www.southemct.edu/services/granoff/index.php?file=health.html
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Opinion Page
From your global perspective, how has being at Fuller influenced your 
financial perspective?
Coming to Fuller has made me financially ill (according to US stan­
dards), but it has also opened my eyes to the sad fact that I'm finan­
cially healthy compared to the rest of the world.
-Christian Drez (SOT MDiv) 
from Dallas, TX, USA
I think that being at Fuller has influenced me mainly in two ways. 
First, it has made more aware of how to live by faith as I am strug­
gling to pay the tuition and the related costs to keep studying. Sec­
ond, I feel as if  I am in the process of investing in a business for 
which the results have not balanced yet, but remain in the red. Yet, I 
feel that this investment is worthy because He wants me to be better 
prepared to serve Him. Therefore, I am glad that I can see His provi­
sion and care upon my life day by day despite any difficulty.
-Rosario (Charo) Ibarra (SOT MDiv) 
from Lima, Peru, South America
Regarding the SEMI
I just wanted to say that I like the "week at-a-glance" section! I hope to 
see it in there all year long. It is really helpful for people like me who 
have become immune to the hundreds of signs around campus for events.
-  Robin Basselin 
robin@fr.ller. edu





Listen to services 
online.


















The SEMI prints letters/messages that meet 
these standards and reserves the right to 
refuse submissions not conforming to these 
standards:
1. critical thinking is encouraged; 
however, personal attacks will not 
be published;
2. due to limited space, short re­
sponses are preferred and all re­
sponses may be edited for space;
3. responses are published as re­
ceived (flaws and all); those with 
numerous grammatical errors may 
be passed over;
4. as a Fuller Seminary paper, ir­
relevant or unsuitable content may 
be passed over;
5. anonymous submissions are not 
printed; opinions are published 
with author’s name and e-mail to 
encourage further dialogue.
For Disclaimer see page 2. ,
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The SEMI welcomes its reader s thoughts. Please send submissions to this page by e-mail to semi-editor@ dept.frller.edu or by post: SEMI Editor,








WHEN: OCTOBER 23, 2004 @ 9:45PM 
WHERE: DIRECTOR’S GUILD OF AMERICA
a  *  A WITH DIRECTOR NORMAN STONE TO FOLLOW THE SCREENING 
TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE NOW g  WWWLCITVOFANGELSFILMFEST.ORG
-*?- P“  www.mandancinthemovie.com Q
English Conversation Classes for Fuller 
Spouses
Register now for the Fall Quarter. Classes begin 
Tuesday, September 28, led by Janna McConnell, 
wife of SIS Dean, Doug McConnell. Janna has 
taught ESL for over 20 years and hopes that 
through these classes, participants will become 
comfortable communicating with neighbors; gain 
confidence to communicate in stores, banks, 
schools, and healthcare offices; and build relation­
ships with other international spouses and conver­
sation partners. Gain familiarity with American 
culture. Pick up a registration brochure from the 
ResCom office or Housing front desk. Sponsored 
by Residential Community. Questions? Call or 
email Inge-lise at 792.4464 or rescom- 
koinonia@fuller.edu.
Attention Women: Cross-cultural 
Ministry Opportunity 
Do you have one hour a week that you 
would be willing to take part in an exciting 
ministry opportunity? Be an English Con­
versation Partner. With just one hour a week 
you can connect an international spouse of 
a fellow Fuller student to the Fuller Com­
munity, help them in learning English, as­
sist them in understanding American cul­
ture, and have fun. If you have questions 
about this rewarding opportunity, please call 
or email Inge-lise at 792.4464 or rescom- 
koinonia@ fuller.edu.
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Financial Aid
Money Matters Scholarship Program: Deadline 
October 5, 2004. Write a short essay about how 
you plan to finance your education. See their 
website at: chelastudentloans.org for more details.
New Life Church of Chicago Annual Scholar­
ship Program: Deadline October 8, 2004. Any 
Korean American or other Ethnic Minority full­
time student who needs financial aid and is cur­
rently studying theology. Or a pastor or 
missionary’s child who is currently enrolled in 
graduate school. Must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
The application may be completed in Korean or in 
English. For complete details see the website: 
www.newlife-chicago.com.
M l lit  ^
11:30-1:30, thurs O c t 7 th  @ B arker Commons
(behind the Catalyst)
o o o
I f  you have A N Y prior h istory w ith Younglif e, then
______________________________consider yourself invited to  th e  FTS Younglife Reunion.
l^Ragsdale (818) 903-9929 ^/e wont to meet you, and we wont you to meet each other!/
raingLife
Call for mfbmiatkm and volunteer oppr»fiiriTfire| 
Look for the annual YL Bar-B-Q in October
THE CITY OF ANGELS FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS 
THE WEST COAST PREMIER OF....
KENCRANHAM JAMES COSMO JENNYFOULDS CAS HARKINS GERALD LEPKOWSW TAM WHITE
ALEX FERNS.* TOM GEORGESON
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Campus Events and Announcements
SUPPORT Bible Study - a.m. group 
Every Wed, 9:15 - 11:30 am 
Pasadena Presbyterian Church, Colorado Ave., 
3rd floor. All student wives are invited to the 
SUPPORT Bible study, prayer and fellowship 
class. A warm welcome awaits you. First meet­
ing is Sept 29. Childcare is provided (up to 5 
years). SUPPORT a.m. leader is Kathleen Hart. 
For more inform ation, contact Jeannie at 
792.8748.
SUPPORT Bible Study - p.m. group 
Every Thurs, 7 -9  pm, Koinonia Community 
Life Center
All student wives are invited to the SUPPORT 
Bible study, prayer and fellowship class. A warm 
welcome awaits your. First meeting is Sept 30. 
SUPPORT p.m. is led by Patty Frey. For more 
information, contact her at 584.5594 days or 
796.7487 evenings.
FTS Younglife Reunion BBQ 
Younglife is hosting a lunch for new and return­
ing students on Thurs 10/7 @ Barker Commons, 
11:30am- 1:30pm. If you have any prior YL his­
tory or are interested in YL, you are invited to 
attend. Come and go as you need between classes. 
Info: contact Ron Ragsdale (818) 903-9929; 
ronrags@mindspring.com.
Childcare Provider Needed 
SUPPORT (the group for wives of Fuller stu­
dents) seeks 3 paid childcare providers for the 
2004-2005 school year. Applicants must be avail­
able to work Wednesday mornings from 8:45 to 
11:45 am. If interested, please call Clarissa at 
793.5194.
Women’s Groups
Dealing with personal challenge identity issues, 
relationships and job stressors. For more infor­
mation, call Dr. Maria Flores at 818.512.9579. 
Individual psychoterapy also available.
Book Signing with Brian Me Laren
Oct 21, 7pm, Travis Auditorium
Join us for a book signing and conversation with
the author, Brian Me Laren.
Wanted: Callers for an upcoming phonathon!
We will contact alumni/ae & friends of Fuller 
raising awareness about campus developments 
and soliciting donations for the Fuller Fund, par­
ticularly for student financial assistance. Share 
your passion for Fuller and help alumni/ae and 
friends reconnect with the seminary! There is no 
cold calling. These individuals have strong con­
nection to Fuller.
The phonathon runs Oct. 4 -  Oct. 21, Mon. -  
Thurs., 5 -  9:15 pm. Pay is $8.50/hr. Callers must 
work at least 2 days per week and attend a man­
datory training session before the event.
Qualifications: Telemarketing experience pre­
ferred but not required. Status as a current stu­
dent enrollment, part-time staff, an alumnus/a, 
or a spouse of one of the above. Available for 
identified evening hours. Articulate, friendly, 
enthusiastic, and persistent. Punctual and depend­
able. Strong listening skills. Fluency in English.
Applications available at Human Resources or 
contact Ben Albers in Development at 584.5344, 
or by e-mail: benalbers@cp.fuller.edu.
The S ervices sec tio n  o f  th e  SE M I is  fo r  announcing  serv ices a n d  even ts n o t o ffered  b y  F uller. In d ivid u a ls are p erso n a lly  responsib le fo r  eva lua ting  the quality 
a n d  type o f  se rv ice  b efore co n tra ctin g  o r  using  it. The SE M I a n d  S tu d en t L ife  a n d  S ervices do  n o t recom m end o r  g u aran tee any o f  th e serv ices listed .
Services
Learn a New Language. Kiswahili, the fastest 
growing African language, is taught in Pasadena. 
Those interested in learning it are requested to call 
toll-free 1.800.672.8038 for details.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant Auto 
Service, 1477 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena. Call 
798.4064 for an appointment.
Interpersonal Therapy Group: For men and 
women interested in an intensive growth experi­
ence: facilitated by Sam Alibrando, PhD. For more 
information, please call 577.8303.
Sex Addiction: Therapy group for men recover­
ing from sex addiction; facilitated by Sam 
Alibrando, PhD. For more information, please call 
577.8303.
Rings, Diamonds and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a wholesale jewelry manufacturing, design 
and repair business founded in 1917 in downtown 
Los Angeles. Call Walter’s son, Mel, or his grand­
son, Ken, at213.622.4510 for information. Because 
of our appreciation of Charles Fuller and the Semi­
nary, we consider it a privilege to serve Fuller stu­
dents. Mel is a longtime member of Glendale Pres 
byterian Church and is involved in prayer minis­
try there.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as a 
statistician for thesis and dissertation consultations. 
Worked on hundreds of projects. Teaches gradu­
ate research courses. Designing “survivable” re­
search proposals a specialty. Methods chapter tune- 
ups. Survey development. Provides multivariate 
data analysis using SAS or SPSS. Statistical re­
sults explained in simple English! Assistance with 
statistical table creation and report write-up. Final 
orals defense preparation. Fuller community dis­
counts. Call for free phone consultation. Tom 
Granoff, PhD, 310.640.8017. Email 
tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/MasterCard/ 
AMEX accepted.
Christians Need Cars Too! SIDCO Auto Network 
International serves students and staff from 
churches, seminaries, colleges and mission orga­
nizations. 26 years of serving only the Christian 
community. Call 1.800.429.KARS or
909.949.2778.
Women's Groups. Dealing with personal chal­
lenge iden
tity issues, relationships and job stressors. For 
more information, call Dr. Maria Flores at 
818.512.9579. Individual psychotherapy also 
available.
Lawyers at Fuller?
Yes! If you are a lawyer and want to connect with 
local Christian attorneys and other seminary stu­
dents, who are also lawyers, come to the monthly 
meeting of the Christian Legal Society at the Uni­
versity Club (across the street from campus). Call 
584.5484 for info.
Hutch’s BBQ
For great Jamaican food, go to Hutch’s BBQ. Very 
affordable prices. Just a block and a half away. 
20 % off with Fuller ID. 390 E. Walnut. 449.8095.
Office for Sublease
Ideal for psychotherapist or spiritual director. Quiet 
garden setting. Close to Fuller. Sublease up to 20 
hours/wk. 444 S. Marengo Ave. Karen 485.4533.
Mountain Retreat
Beautiful country-style cabin, 2 bedrooms (limit- 
6 persons), located in the Big Bear areaw, avail­
able to the Fuller community. Rates: $149 per 
weekend; $349 per week; $54 weekdays. Non-re- 
fundable deposit required. Call John Hull, x5312.
Brauchen Sie Nachhilfe?
Do you need to learn German, but are finding it 
difficult? I can help! German tutoring available for 
groups or individuals. Call Kristen, 794.0863, 
eddy 100@ chapman.edu.
